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The Art of Writing American Stories:

The Native American Traditions in Louise Erdrich's Latest Works

TSURUTANI Chizu
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(EH)
Louise Erdrich (1954~ ) has published several works of fiction about the present Native Americans on
reservations. Recently, however, she has changed her style of writing fiction. She portrays both mythical
and real histories of the people on reservations on a full scale. Erdrich's recent change in writing style
reveals that she is more interested in writing about her Native American people in a mainstream American
cultural context. As the Founding Fathers established the nation not only for America but also for the rest
of the world, Erdrich also blends local history with a universally appealing mythical worldview. At the same
time, however, Erdrich also understands the problems created by the competing views. Unlike the American
society's perception of the Native Americans in the past, I discuss FErdrich's attempts to humanize her
characters as they struggle to survive and be incorporated into the main Native American ethnic society

without being torn by divided mainstream views of their culture.
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We before the
Little Spirit and there wasn't even rabbit left.

Moon of
The

government agent had promised supplies to tide us

hunted all the animals

over for the loss of territory(---) During this time,
every day Akii went out and she always came back
with some tidbit(--+), She saw Mirage looking at her
strangely, and she looked strangely back at him.
He kept children behind as they slept and the axe
with him in his blanket. He was tired of Akii so he
pretended he could see it happen. Some people in
these hungry times became possessed. A wiindigo
could cast its spirit inside of a person. The person
would become an animal, and see fellow humans as

a prey meat. (180)
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