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Abstract
Akamatsu Daizaburo Noriyoshi (1841-1920) served the Tokugawa Shogunate and the Meiji Government, contributing

significantly to the modernization of Japan as to the foundation of shipbuilding, the establishment of the navy and
so on. This paper clarified a part of Noriyoshi’s Dutch and English Studies while exploring the experiences of his
Bansho-shirabesho (National Institute of Foreign Languages), Nagasaki Kaigun Denshujyo (Nagasaki Naval Academy),
shipping to the USA, and studying abroad in the Netherlands. The end of the Tokugawa and the beginning of the
Meiji era was a transitional period from Dutch to English Studies. Noriyoshi faced that period, but he worked on
both Dutch and English Studies. Noriyoshi’'s experiences reminds us how important the mother tongue and basic
academic ability are in learning a foreign language and that grammar and repetitive practices are indispensable.
Keywords : Akamatsu Daizaburo Noriyoshi, Dutch and English Studies, Foreign Language Learning.
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