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Representations of Abused Children: Amy Yamada, “Tsumibito” (2019)
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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to clarify how the novel “Tsumibito” [Sinnners] (2019) by Amy Yamada (1959- )
achieves its approach to the actual event of child abuse through fiction.

The novel, “Tsumibito”, was explicitly inspired by an actual child abuse incident that occurred in 2010.
Although, readers should read this as a fictional work because it is heavily adapted and imagined by the author.

There are three important characters in “Tsumibito”: Kotone Shimoda, Hasune Sasaya, and Momota. They are
the mother of the abuser, the abuser, and the child who died of the abuse. The novel “Tsumibito” progresses
from the perspective of each of these three people as they look back on what their lives were like before the
incident.

The investigations and news reports have only revealed the background of the abuser. However, “Tsumibito”
gave Kotone a fictional story and gave Momota a language even he was too young to talk.

Through the author's creation of giving a fictional story and language, the novel “Tsumibito” makes readers
feel the danger and “incorrectness” of the means of “escape” and “enduring without thinking” against abuse, and
the possibility of the means of “thinking and acting” that Momota given. Furthermore, it makes readers think
about how we can “think and act together”. Crating Fiction only can achieve this kind of approach to child

abuse.

Keywords : child abuse, Amy Yamada, fiction, modern literature, linguistic development
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