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Abstract

This paper explores how diversity is dealt with in childcare training courses through the analysis of textbooks in
the area of “human relations.” The Course of Study for Kindergarten and the Nursery School Childcare Guidelines
both stress the importance of supporting children in building mutually respectful relationships while giving careful
consideration to the unique needs and qualities of each child. For this reason, each curriculum needs to include diversity
as an underlining common theme in caregiver training.

This study analyzed 22 different textbooks in the area of “human relations” to determine how they address
children’ s individuality and diversity. The results revealed three findings. First, 17 textbooks perceive minority
children as those “needing special care and attention” and devote a few pages to practical advice. Second, seven
textbooks discuss the topics of “interculturalism” and “multicultural childcare” merely as contemporary issues
surrounding children’s interrelations without providing specific childcare approaches. Third, there are disparities
among the types of diversity covered by the textbooks. While the majority addresses children with disabilities and
those needing special support or having connections with foreign cultures, only one covers the topic of diversity in
gender roles.

These findings point to the fact that despite the emphasis on “giving careful consideration to individual needs” in
the areas of “human relations,” the existing textbooks lack the perspective of how caregivers can support children in
overcoming differences and building respectful relationships.

Keywords : Childcare Training Courses, the Area of “Human Relations”, Multicultural Education and Child Care,
Textbook
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