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Supporting the Growth of Diverse Children in a Group Setting
-Caregivers Empirical Knowledge in the Area of “Human Relations”-
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Abstract

Nursery schools are places where children with diverse needs and backgrounds, including disabilities and
connections with foreign cultures, spend a lot of time together, requiring caregivers to support the growth of
each child according to their widely varied needs and abilities in a group setting. This paper is my attempt to
shed light on my 40 years of experience as a caregiver in diverse childcare settings to identify and verbalize
possibly effective approaches with the help of my co-author.

In the course of describing memorable episodes of caring for two different groups of children, both in their
final year of nursery school, that led me to the realization that “children grow in relationships,” three important
points emerged: 1) despite many differences and challenges, I made it very clear to the children by saying, “we
are all friends and no one is to be excluded,” 2) I tried to help children make connections with one another by
observing and noticing subtle signs while facilitating their individual growth and learning, and 3) my growing
trust in the children’s abilities to solve problems among themselves and their desire to grow together was
essential to fruitful mediation and facilitation.

My empirical knowledge identified by this study may be of value in supporting children’s development in the
area of “human relations” in diverse childcare settings. How to incorporate these and future findings into
preparatory education of nursery school caregivers is a remaining challenge to be addressed.

Keywords : Empirical Knowledge, the Area of “Human Relations”, Inclusive Education and Child Care
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