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Dialogue on the “Origin of Art”
-Statements from Yoshihiro Onimaru-

Makoto MURAKAMI
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Abstract

This is a record of a discussion with aesthetician Yoshihiro Onimaru. Onimaru attempted to research the origin
of art made by humans, and he concurrently endeavored to clarify the path that children took when creating and
developing drawings. In this dialogue from 1993, we talked about what lays at the root of children’s creation of
art along with future problems. Furthermore, through an analysis of the Paleolithic cave paintings, the first art
made by mankind, he found that the basis for the creation of art in the Paleolithic era was not “sympathetic occults
art related to hunting” as is conventionally believed, rather it was their oral mythology. These remarks were
made twenty-eight years ago, but they are valuable statements when considering why humans needed art.
Keywords : art, Yoshihiro Onimaru, origin of art, children’s drawings
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