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A Study on the Verbal and Behavioral Expressions of LOVE
on Early Childhood Care and Education;
With Reference to the Basic Law of Child Welfare and Education
in Japan and Guidelines of Daycare Center,
Child Center and Kindergarten
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Abstract

Based on Article 1 of the Child Welfare Law and Article 2 of the Basic Education Law in Japan, there are a
number of expressions of “love” (ai) in the Guidelines of Daycare Center, Child Center and Kindergarten which are
interpreted as “affection” (aijo). However, in the Handbooks of these Guidelines, although “affection” and “attachment”
are found in a few places, love is expressed by other words or expressions such as “dependence, involvement, acceptance,
trust, approval, understanding, familiarity, response, empathy, together, compassion, emotional bond, gratitude,
responsibility, care, affirmative words, sharing, touching, gift, and act of service. "~ With regards to Childcare
Education in Japan, as indicated in the Guidelines and Handbooks, love is expressed and practiced without the
direct usage of the word “love”.

Keywords : love, verbal and behavioral expressions, guidebooks on early childhood care and education, love without
the direct usage of the word “love”
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