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Kyoh Okada and the Rorschach’s Inkblot Method
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Abstract

This paper examined the work of psychiatrist Kyoh Okada who studied the Rorschach’s Inkblot Method (RIM) in the
early 1930s. After briefly introducing Okada’s history, his research except for his work with the RIM, and his
personality, I divided his RIM research into five areas and outlined each: A) understanding the norms; B) improving
the test procedures; C) clarifying the rating criteria; D) approaching the individuals with schizophrenia; and E)
his doctoral dissertation. Today Okada’s RIM work only has meaning from a historical perspective since the research
were exploratory like the majority of studies in Japan and abroad until 1931. However, his idea, the figure-
forming-possibilities, clarified the frequencies with which the detail responses appear in the inkblot, and was a
finding that contributed in a small part to the modern RIM systems.
Keywords : Kyoh Okada, Rorschach’s Inkblot Method, figure-forming-possibilities
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