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　　This is a report on a collaborative project in which researchers designed a 

textbook for first year students of English Communication at Tokoha 

University. The university has been working on educational quality assurance 

for several years. The university puts emphasis on task-based learning in small 

groups in the classes of English Communication. Taking this into consideration, 

the researchers tried to design effective tasks using authentic teaching materials 

that could be closely related to students’ daily lives. As a result of the project, a 

textbook entitled Tokoha University English Communication I & II was published 

in 2019. This report explains the background of the research project and our 

genre-based approach to producing the textbook. After this, we explain the 

progression of our research over three years. Each unit of the textbook is then 

reviewed by its respective author. In addition, we discuss the remaining problems 

and possible solutions in detail.
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Unit 1 Clubs & Circles

Peter Hourdequin

The pedagogical concept for Unit One     consistent with that of this 

textbook as a whole     is to use a genre-based approach to help students learn to 

communicate about their everyday lives through a series of activities and 

assignments. 

Unit One’s topic is “Clubs and Circles.” This topic was chosen because it is 

likely to be highly relevant to the social practices that first year university 

students in the class are engaging in at the time of study     namely, exploring 

the clubs and activities offered by Tokoha University. 

The unit’s first task is a simple web-quest which asks students to research 

clubs and circles that they can join here. They are asked to input Japanese and 

English names for the clubs and circles. This activity is designed to activate 

students’ background knowledge and schema about the chapter’s topic.

The second task in the unit focuses on vocabulary development. Students 

complete a word search for the names of clubs and activities in English. They are 

provided with a Japanese list of clubs and circles on offer at Tokoha University. 

The next task is “Know the Genre.” Four questions are listed for students to 

think about as they read and begin to analyze a sample text introducing a 

university’s clubs and activities in English. Students are asked to speculate on 

where the text comes from, who was involved in constructing it, and to note the 

types of information that is conveyed. Finally, students are tasked with 

identifying and listing words and phrases that are new to them. These questions 

scaffold media literacy and are done as part of the book’s genre-based approach. 

Students will later produce a similar text, so it is important for them to be 

mindful about the way words and phrases are used in this genre. 

The next task falls under the category of “Communication Analysis.” 

Students are asked to look back at the text about three different university clubs 

and extract information in five different categories: Description, Main Activities, 

Meeting Times / Days, Meeting Place, and How to Get More Information. 

The first half of this unit concludes with a homework assignment: students 

are asked to read and analyze a dialogue that again presents information about a 

university club, but this time in conversational form. It is hoped that students 

will notice the difference between written and spoken forms of communicating 

similar information so they can apply this knowledge to their own writing and 
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speaking skills. 

The second half of the unit begins with a prosody awareness task in which 

students identify contracted forms of various words used in the dialogue they 

examined for homework. They learn how the sound of each expression is 

changed. 

This is followed by a grammar awareness task in which students notice the 

use of the imperative mood in the club introduction web-page text that was 

introduced earlier in Unit One. They collect expressions that imply imperative 

intention, and learn what words and phrases are used to soften the imperative 

mood. 

The final task in the unit is a group activity in which students apply what 

they have learned: they are asked to share information they gathered previously 

in order to introduce a club or circle at Tokoha University. The instructions for 

this task guide students to look carefully at examples from the genre they are 

working in, and to collect useful phrases that they can use for their own “remix” 

of a club or circle introduction paragraph. 
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