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Intelligibility Comprehensibility and Accentedness

Derwing & Munro, 2005, p.385

Term Definition Measure

Intelligibility

Comprehensibility

Accentedness

The extent to which a listener actually 

understands an utterance

A listener's perception of how difficult it 

is to understand utterance

A listener's perception of how

 different a speaker’s accent is

from that of the L1 community

Transcription task

% words correct

Scalar judgment task

1 = extremely easy to

9 = extremely difficult to

 understand

Scalar judgement task

1 = no accent

9 = extremely strong accent
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Fundamental considerations in language testing

TESOL Quarterly, 39

Language Teaching, 44

TESOL Quarterly, 39
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RELC Journal, 42

Studies in Second Language Acquisition, 35

Language Learning, 65

ɹ

Language Learning, 62

Language Awareness, 21

Applied Linguistics, 36
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