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Collaborative exploration of an imaginative world using picture books

with a day-care teacher
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Abstract

This study examined how a teacher used picture books to create imaginative worlds with children and what she
learned from her practice in the day-care. The research participant is an experienced day-care teacher who has 40
years of experience (co-author Abe). Her notes, papers, and photos from one-year practice in the classroom for 5-year-
olds were analyzed. The results showed that the teacher and children actively used the images and stories in the
picture books and collaboratively created new imaginative worlds such as “Sports Day in/on the Sea” in the real world.
The imaginative world included a number of cognitive tools (Egan, 1997), such as mystery and binary opposites. As a
result, the teacher formed a triadic relationship between children, imaginative worlds (picture books), and herself; and
second, achieved a deep understanding of the picture books and enjoyed these story worlds with the children. Through
the joint creation of the imaginative worlds, the teacher also learned from children how to build imaginative worlds
and realized that children are much more capable than she had presumed.

Keywords: Early Childhood Education and Care, picture books, imaginative world, triadic relationship
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