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Structure of Fluctuations of the Drawing Subject in the Baum Test
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Abstract

This study aimed to clarify the structure of fluctuation of the drawing subject in the Baum test. In this study,
it was assumed that the tree itself, to the drawing subject, had the representability of non-unidirectionality and
uncertainty, which was called the fluctuation. After conducting the Baum test twice by devising test conditions
in a setting of 10 different groups, these investigations were administered to groups comprising a total of 475
university students (mean age = 19.5 years) from 2007 to 2013. A total of 950 drawings collected during the
investigations were examined using the screening method and paired rating. The results showed that the
branches, crown, position, and size of the tree on paper, which are relatively changeable parts, had wide fluctuation;
on the other hand, the trunk and roots of the tree, which are relatively unchangeable parts, had narrow fluctuation.
This finding 1s a reference frame for researchers and psychotherapists to understand drawings of trees, because
this suggests where and how far in the drawing of a tree the subject is likely to change/not-change.
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