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Effective Strategic Self-presentation in English

Michio OMOTO
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Abstract

Strategic self-presentation creates an impression of oneself in the minds of others in a positive and assertive
manner. When making strategic self-presentation, five common strategies are identified: ingratiation, intimidation,
self-promotion, exemplification and supplication. Ingratiation is used to get other people to like them; self-
promotion to convince others of their competence; intimidation to lead others to believe they are fearful and
dangerous; exemplification to create the impression that they are morally virtuous and righteous; supplication to
convince others that they are weak and helpless. Compared with Western and American people, the Japanese are
far poorer at making assertive strategic presentation because they are liable to make negative defensive self-
presentation that they have liked to make for a long time. To practice effective self-presentation when making
a speech or an academic or business presentation or writing an essays or a blog, the Japanese should keep in
mind and carry out the five strategies like Westerners and Americans do.
Keywords : assertive self-presentation, defensive self-presentation, five common strategies, strategic self-

presentation
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1. FL®HIC

HO 2/~ (Self-presentation) & FfhEicxtd 5 H4y
OHIREEV T H 5w 21TH = S, ARITIE A
T LT, BHarEbhicnwEEI> AL Eonsd &
IR BES LW H, ZOKITE SN BITEIMEH SR
TE)T. hTbzofthEic A 2 HR & Er I EIEd
% OIS E H 28 (Strategic Self-presentation)s
HHVEIRMNHCEREMFENS D TH S, T
Wk TEICHWONLHOAEREDOTH S, Ll H
ARTiFzhn & BARVSHEBIE & & Sh 2B HC
£~ (Defensive Self-presentation) 23& 5415 2 & A8
2. TDOTED, HRADPRCKAL T 2= —v g
va L BBICKRERRRELEO CLIC oM LT
W3, 2FED, SEICEDZTIa=r—varvEBLi,
ST ALANCHOERAEDENL S, M[E2F->T
bIED LR >0, bt LTHHFICRTA L
Kotz HIRHTH D -0+ 3 REPBELTOL
DT BEbIFTH S,

FHETHNEEATHEN. HEAAE, MCRA LT S
BRic, ROk TRk HC R R E2d 5 L0 5
ko od, HBRNEBHNHCERET 5L 91
MoTVWBENEZ L, HEMEELEVIHARATT S,
i H SR THEAHB S £ 20T, RBITH -
TVTHELLRWIENZVLEWVSONEIRTH 5,
HARAD, BCRAIED 2 HEERETH LN TE S
LI B edicid. F TRCKE DRI H 2R 2 4]
D, BRTBEThHB, 2D LT, L EEKERED
. RYOBERTHGEEEA DL HIT B T EITKEL
ToF 36D EMET 5,

PR WeKZL o BEBS ) H 2R & 3 EFK L 7 kT
RIS 2R b 20 E T o Ol HI P iEE
WO WCAT 5, © LT RCKBLORIEH H 22 /R08
WHIIZHAANDOHEERE R 2 0T 2 72d1c, B
KADHLEREHAADOHEAERDOEVIZDOWVT bim
Ub, TD LT, HRAKRFEADFIEIC K 2 HOHMIC
BULHCERDOHI®, %474 7 ThHIWAKADHCD
SROWZEHFENS, HEAOHCERICED L H I
BED S > T, TNE2ED X HITlFET NIERICKT o Bk
BPHCERERM L /cHOERICT 52 ENTE S0
B9 %,

2. BBHMBECERLOERLHE

HEZE/RIZ2WT Brown (1998, p. 160) (& “self-
presentational behavior is any behavior intended to
create, modify, or maintain an impression of ourselves
in the minds of others.” &Wuy, “whenever we are
attempting to lead people to think of us in a

particular way, we are engaging in self-presentation”
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EF 5, Nicid, o Aoz H5BbhnicvuESEVS
LONEITH O, THEDNDLOITSEDEDEIE D
HRPEREEHDEHOWEEDEMV, [TEIT D
FTh b,

Jones & Pittman (1982) (3 self-presentational strat-
egies % ingratiation,
exemplification, supplication @ 5 DIZ/FH L TW 5,
N5 5 HOfE R HN & LT, Brown (1997, p. 189)

lZ. ingratiation (3 “to convince a target person that

intimidation, self-promotion,

he is likable,”intimidation ¥ “to convince a target
person that he is dangerous,”self-promotion (% “to
be seen as competent, masterful, olympian, ~exempli-
fication ¥ “to project integrity and moral worthi-
ness,” supplication ¥ “to exploit his (a person’s) own
weakness and dependence” & XTW 3B,

ik (2006, p. 31) . ingratiation 2 [HLO A D ||
intimidation % [EMfl. self-promotion % [Hc &zl
exemplification % [/R#i]. supplication % [ ] &
RLTWB, 2D 5>ORMET 27, (IR HC SR
HHVIE [FRNHCER] LHFENEH6DTH 5,

[RlFHm] Tz o5 >00HE, [EIENEHCE
R BBV TFRNHDER] LU, TiF G2
AR ERMRINICEET 2 HC2R] L LTRD LS I
LTV E, TID AL i THYOHE L ORI
TE—LTBHIET, WEEELD, BEEZHESE
g B L, THEER] & ThEIPADZEHSE
Btcoic, A0 ERT ] & THW] & [THS
PHFICEZMET L BEREHEEEZR-Tws L0
SEMGARAMN T B Ltk - TEEZMEES S C
Lo 7R 3 THOWEREICIET 2 EMHIEEEZ R -
TLaRVARBORZE, fhfeMissE sl &,
[HEE ] 13 TfiE D S 0T PREEE S i, BY
BELL T, BT 2 b0 EMMELHESE S
EREVS,

PIF. BlEd ., HEMENOEmICE W T, ingrati-
ation, intimidation, self-promotion, exemplification,
supplication @ 5o ED L HICfHibn B H BT 5,
%413 ingratiation TH %, HOHMN TR, BowH
LTHFRIFEEZEb->TH 55 TENERHMO—D L
5D T, HERCHFEMNUESTEELS b, HEW
ICHRBREFE A & 5724 32 &, D% 0. ingratiation
RO THEHENCTIL 5o RKFEDRAE IS LT HIHEN
T AGGEMICE 5L RFOFHIC>VWTEKRLE
D, TOFEDOFESIOEGS PHESNEEEIC >V TEXK
Lich, RFEZMDESREBEN TS 2 LItEML
12T 0N WY ADICYEK D, 1 TR, BN
T, BB ZORFITEK T, ToOETROER S FE
bifhmATcE sl L aE L AOKEbEBRNS L
T, RFLEFHEZTED TV S,



JEEIT L BRYIRN S HRIE 1 B SRk

I am very happy to be here and work with the
most intelligent students in the states. (1)

ki3 intimidation OFITH 3, HOHMNA TR K
HFicr» oz, WEHohnih LEVWESICHS
DT E > TEREEAS LA B S T & %2R
SBThERLRVWIEbH L, HOWEFTPLZ ) v
TIHEDKBESLT AV Y 7y b E—LDF T E—1
EOBMLWAR=VAEDP>TWT, NTEHICHETR
WZEILEMT A ET, HEEZRYWT A2 L TX S,
HBHVIEHSOEPBEAPCEBROENETHEL I &%
Mg 52 Eb, HARKEESHERLVLE, s
ZREICR L HEEZBTOICEMTEDE S, #]2 T3
HAWFEZR > TVWT, AREICEZ SN2 B EF
B, REAEREA, HYEROWEVWS TEESTED, B
EFOTLEHFICL>THOAIELRDELILEERLT
W3,

I hold a dan
grade, namely a black belt called kuro obi in

I practice judo every weekend.

Japanese. Judo athletes who hold kuro obi are

considered a very skilled and strong athletes. (] 2)

3 5 HIZ self-promotion DHlTH 35, €bZ bHCD
HN AN %5 DT, HFEICE s TENLITHDN
Ml b 2FAEE D>, HNEBELT 20 TH S, il
Tb, ftFHTh, EHTH, WHTL LB NS I
B 5. ANEDEGENERT, #l20XEITBY 5
LvAERd TEA] (BEEEBMNEVS ERr~rvo
ADBELLHTHDE) BETHITHLD, AE—F «av T
2 N TOBEER. FRTOEEE OIS, BREES &I
RUICEROERI SICE T 5 LR EMHDERIC
Wt B, BI3TlEL EVRR e FT Ve ayRF 4 Vg
VBB AEE LWy T EiTMnd T E T, BS
ICE VR RADTHEMH 5 T EERL TV B,

I received 2nd place in ABC’s Business Plan
Competition in 2017. ({1 3)

4 > H3 exemplification OF|TH %, HILHLENTIE
HONEATHO, EIB LD, AR E Tk
DTEELIBAY TRV EEDP-THELHTED
Kbtk sz, BAMIEET, EELDOHZAMIELE WS
CEEMMAELTS S dIc, HOEKEELV—LVIEED
ARV —IVESTFEENWS T ER, HEFHITE VLT b IR
BiSF Ty EICHOME EWVWS T &R, AEDHHESE
BBV E W APELWVWAL BIVWADT
WOREEITFNREMINICBIML TV E T LB EERT,
B 4 Tld. BRIZHSITIT > Ty ZEAR NS OB
DIDITFOT VD EWS HAPIOHATHE RS v
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F 4 TOMLEHIZOVWTER LTS, Thickb, B
MWEHOPFEHER KNS EHDITITEVWAD Z EE0r 2%
ATELLTVEOTIREL, HE2EPIHVWAD T &
bEZ, ZOANIZHLDOEDICEE L RELIE L ANYT
bW EVWS TEERNTVE, WETHL I EPHE
M Ths L IFZTDOANDNEBICOED S 2 Elso T,
HozABMELTHBELTLS D LTRIEFICEET
»H 5B,

I work for senior citizens and small children
every weekend at XYZ Church. (7] 4)

%13 supplication OHITH %5, HHDBHEHIITES
W Th 720 &g Llr-7cb, HHO
FENIIMALDE > T BRDE» -7 BRI
EEEH-> TV 3555103, HEMN RGP
AL DT, THOLEIELERT I E LN,
AARANREOIGICH > THRLIZT EDBBVEIITE -
720, BLLBLTHEBEDPTVWEIIITE -7, HES]
MHEDITKLTTEHVWES D, TLRELDITHEN
5EE 51T B0, TNRKCKADOEE 59T H
bo WCRADEESIREMCBELTZS LAEENSC
EEOLETHMBLIORIRERID, HELLSEL
10T 0N, HRAADZ LG, ThES 5 LT,
FgEaEELo2EL BE2LELSELLTVEDI TR
Ve HRADEG A PHTPHADMRIET 2 HEM &
FE L. ZhTFThsEES 2 ET, HEPEMICH
NEEOLELENTEEEVHIFMENS 5 LA
. MHTFESELMNMEHALD, BOPERICRRETE
12D BEEHATOI LT, s, oL 2 b
DTH B, MAKANDEHFEIZH < £ THERMNE DT,
HAORZREBLS ET3-0ITIdDTHBEVD
CEEHARNBIHEELRLS TR S,

fl5 Tid. HEHENORIZ, BOnEFREBHEZS A
TS5952&T. ZORHICET 2REE B cEHWD
I, BLAZTH LB W TR & FE-
TIELVLEWSERN S DIBA 5,

I am poor at math, so please help me solve
math problems. (1 5)

oL ICHERNHCERIHCHENOBmbZ S5 T
HBL, AE=—F, FLEVyF—varv, RETOHRKE.
PRSP E, b EHLWEHLEIATHL LN S,

3. RRADEKBHMECERLEBAADHCER

DELN

Bi® supplication DFNITEEd 2FHHD & T A THak
NIz, R ANOEISHEH 2R E HAADHEZRD



MICRAKEZBEVED S, TO I EBARADBRCKAD
LI HO TR OHISHIH CERA TE M VARES S
HO—2EiE->TW0W3, 2ZTRZEI LEECKADOHEL
EREHARANDOHAERDEWIZD W TEARINICHAT
5o T OEWVEEVHOFMO R SRV EH LMD E
R FIRMWHCEREBBHHCERE VS BlL O
He 2,

Kitayama, Markus, Matsumoto & Norasakkunkit
(1997) 2. “American situations are relatively condu-
cive to self-enhancement and American people are
relatively likely to engage in self-enhancement” &
—

conducive to self-criticism and Japanese people are

(RSN “Japanese situations are relatively
relatively likely to engage in self-criticism.” &\ 9,
DED, TAYVATRELEEHZ LABLLDOITK LT,
HATRECHHZ LBBIE LW,

R (2006, p. T1) 3[Rk H G ORFSLIC X
F ARHSZFEEMISHIE L 72w & W 5 H CRHlE) 5
EHEREC b - TVWT, ThPHOHEREEL O T,
fzu TV AOWNLO HEFHER. KhEvwEahn s,
T o, BeRIGMEATEREE T, OB aTH S &
ENTVBEDTEDILEEZ L E, BCKOBA, HA
SIECHOERT 2Bid. WLoH DL Y &, »
BnoEVHCHMZEZERT A2 ENTlaNE, A,
HAD X5 BHEMERNEET, HARKTRIEZ DI
EENELESNEZ LTI, ROERECEEICHRKT
ZEVHCOHZ b > TW/c s LTh, fASBmIIZE L
THOFMZ 2R 4 283 WLoHCFH L b {80
HliMliZZ2Rd 2 EMNTFllaNs] EW0WH, T O
B, BUELRRASPHCE MRS 2 EHD 2K FHlT
5 & O BHCEREHAANRITO HAICH 5,

% 7. Tedeschi & Melburg (1984; Tedeschi & Nor-
man, 1985) 13 H L2 /R{TEI % assertive behaviors &
defensive behaviors IC43%H L. assertive behaviors 73
BEBIIY TR 2/RITHEITH 2 DIkt L T defensive
behaviors 3EWCTHENBHCERITHEHTH S &
W,

PR (2006, p. 21) (. [FERMEE, HSRIMRMIC
Homm O e IcHIREEd 2 2R T, B s it
HEPLOSOIEEREDBASHLOBEN T 22T &
=, HOICHENBA A — VAR fanmnk 5 IcHRE
E2d2) 77 va v L TOZHNBEHCEREET
EW9o,

7EE (2004, p. 31) (3. Tedeschi & Norman (1985)
FHET R A CER LT THD Ab. B, H
CEHE, R, 2. BEMNS, Wil e b
Wa | w5, Thuck LTy B HECERO T
TEIE LT, iR, B4 b, vV 7 e YT rF vy
vy, IR M arTE) GEIITESE)] 2H T
W3 EWS, 1B, Jones & Pittman (1982) »IEZ %
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AR D 5 > OIS H 2R TH % self-presentational
strategies R FIRMHEHCE/RICY 20, #E. ThaeHE
B 5 ENTRMECERZTO T &IT 5B, 2L,
AARNGEIEEH DER21T8 9 EB->T0wTb, Pifs
MHOERO K-> TLEnbroT, BEnED
FRICESRVESICHCER LA TRIELEV, %
DRV EHIS S ET LT, BAADEDFE A LIdE
HIETW,

4. HRMTEBRREC2/ROEXH

T CTRICKE O IR SRS H 2R ic ko < O
FPXFEICLAEBICLHAHN P T LEY T — v 3
v TarEuskflEs i, BIENEHCOERE SO X
IICEE ST NI RRI P IRET T 5, DIRAVS B 2 fRET 9
picYicn, £ —EIBHAARFESTOA B
IR TROWHLE RO ZR L, £ & BRI T
<. EoLH T niERMicizznrs vy T En
SIRETT %5, IPNTH T S0 6 1FO8HTD H AN DOHF
TH DM, £ I TREAARFERTOA S H DN
BT 2R TR OWHOERP SN TV, IFEES -
TH56IHHD ingratiation bIEFEAEHOVOLNT .
H2A5ED AL 72D self-promotion & A+ Ty 3K
HEPEFLERT exemplification 1ITYI3NEL F -
7oV, HINRES BHARAN L 1T & 3N S50tk
L. HOZEL§HEIT % & W5 {T7AITIE W supplication
DAHBET LEEN TV, HFITE > THSDERA
o, M S A E 2NAED intimidation O NE
BHBAAGENTVE G, HIKHEHDERONT S b
Rzdonnuwlcd s,

I am a student at T University and I study

economics and mathematics very hard there.
Economics is very difficult but I am good at it
and like it.

I like traveling all over the world. I have been
to America for two weeks during the last spring
vacation. When I was in America, I have a lot of
opportunities to talk to American people Iin
English.

touch many cultures. (] 6)

I want to go to many countries and

B 6 I FHEBSTITEH O ERD b 2% F > e fHA TV
EVHERTOINRNTIEVDTH BH, lE—FKIzA
feOOpRRA . BARNESESKMECH b b 0 (#
ONTVEVWDT, HEZDSDIZ S TIRT 200
£OWRELOND, Bl62ETETNIE, TTHECE
WTHR, TN L ERIFEE ORFFICES AR S . It
FWATICHES R B0 L CEET 2NEEZ IS 5 T
ETH DB, KIS, BBEFENS [HLV ] Lok d i



JEEIT L BRYIRN S HRIE 1 B SRk

LLwon, $ikbb, HRHENHLVO», FHE S H
LWDDIE EBIRINTHRNSE 2 ETH B, FRiTHhD [7
AVA] BRETECECLHDOIEEST>TL D0
D SIBVOT, BOLEITOLETPHEE, &IKT &
ZOMAL LVITREMLTIEL VL, 9 TREWL EER
ELTETCOCTERLALVWEVLYZFELMEEL SN0,
BEED TEHE] EVwo0b, 7R Tzl -7 &
DR F ORI ORFEN A1 - 12 & ipts & BRI 785
ExEHFTROETALEKEL T, HHRIZES LV, 72
) ATHMOAE [ SAGEE L] EWHDbEK
W EEOHNENPIT/IRESN TV VWD T, TONFITH
BTV, BRI W B2 —>2TH
bFs T ENADHEIEEL ETRIFFICARYITDH 5,
Bl 6 TBMP->EEKOHEEE SRS, [BEENE
Bl lwororE MHRFZRLTVS ] E0H T &
ML D EFWAS self-promotion 12/ > TWA T &L S50
THb, TDELOMITKD . BRI FIECHE. B
REJs %2 FH W, ingratiation % exemplification 7%
Eo oK ECER I TV 5 LRCKE O TR
SR R A

B 7T &OTOHDEANDOFITH 2 H5, Fl6 & 1TE,
Z T TRIECK O ERI SIS H CERP SN TV 5,
Inside Out? E\WHTHT I —HZEDOT = AMETE
NADDLL Riley DB D/NFITIT » 7o H AN
DIFETH b0 i DNBERIERT 5 F THEATVZ I %
VEIND T EITKD, T oMIBENEEHET, TIT
DTG, BHZRICT AT A4 2k v r—IicoW0TEE LK
TLDPEBBOWERELR I A %, BEHNMOMTT
HBIEPLT I 2DF Iz BITH L TR d £ 0 BEDE
Cond, BODE LW E2 R kEFICEI LTV S
DT, HEEZb->TbHIH7HD ingratiation Fdh %
DEFEEINTOLIRVR, BBRPIC, L2 o, KifEe
ZAR=YREFEEV SN EDRDDLLEEE L TWEOD
T, BICARFEZ - Tz & TE S, T
HEIETI}. ingratiation 3¥nd s LS IcEbN G, H
DGR AN E WS T EAEBNS intimidation D
NERGHESETREEA TR LA, LOFT [74
ARy =] EHOF—LATP->TLEEVLIDE, &
CFlavhmszdbEL, TP AL &R
WHABVWETH, BEICFHLTERVLE VWS SHEBIC
FEE9 %, HR%25ED1 AL 72D self-promotion 13
FERICHWSN TV S, H5 93 “the Prairie Dogs™ &\
ITAZRF =D [FT0F—4 ] ITHHELTVWS &
WH T ET HONTARF v r =29 T EFLEL
T EERIRLTWS, Fi, [KEMEOF—LDa—
FEBEYD . KT TRZETR — b IciElird Ens
Eo, KEMHBRL, HEBORKETHL I E LS50
WA Flos WITTARK Yy r =Ry — N TE3%
twsrzeT, gt s I xv s MOHEEL LTV
%o IRESDEMLERT exemplification 122V TIZ
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LT [RKIECTHBARr — b 17K SV S KIEDHEEDE
flAEHIFTVBHIDBENITY 2 BAE L WA
LEOWKEBZRAREN TV S, Hidt L. HO% KL< &
flid % supplication DHNEE L TlE. HEMHD I 2 v
M T ] EnwS T ENThicYics, Self-
promotion HULDOEEHEHTH B /RDST FEE S N7z )
Th b,

My name is Riley Andersen. I'm from Minnesota
and now I live here (in San Francisco). (In Minne-
sota) it gets pretty cold. The lake freezes over, and
that’s when we play hockey. I'm on a great team.
We're called the Prairie Dogs. My friend Meg plays
forward. And my dad’s the coach. Pretty much
everyone in my family skates. It's kind of a family
tradition. We go out on the lake almost every

weekend. (1] 7)

Pl TIIEESBIARIT, HOWRHMHEIC R K — v hitf
XL WVWIDTIFME L, “hockey 72 &, HODETE L 72
TARK Yy r—F —LDHLAITH % “the Prairie Dogs”
1 EDERREEEE H T CHIA L. T hvEEE EiRIC
LTW3, Thick b, B AbFEESD S, FHICHE
ZRHLERT D5, Bl6 DL IR EASHONT
by FES LM, BEZ2E TRV TH D, HkTiRR
BT Dk Sic, NFEAETT SHEFKICHEIRNEH 2R %
HOWTHETERET 2D TH 5,

B8 I CORHED T Ly F—va vOHTH
5o BT EERE, WKL FIRIISERIS T H CLER S &
NTW5, Big Hero 6° EWH, RO THTFTI—F
ZEOT = AMEo—FmTirbhic T vEryF—va
YORETH D, ZDBAETIE, FAMEOTEANTSH S
NA R = ERAZEL 14 % 0/D4F Hiro Hamada 28
KRFEANFED IO, HADOFHSO TS LE Yy F—v a3 v i
5D TRER O RFR S THIZ P RFLEOHITIT 9,
LY F—va vy TRREHTH S microbots D
A B P\ O fFESEA D S, FEEIC X A%
MRS ORI F TSI H 2R 2 V. 2hERIiciT -
TV, —H, RGO TLE Yy T —va v ThHiH LD
WWRTEN DB, REAFEE I T vEyTF—va v
BOT, TOEKRTRESEHFO T LEY T —va VT
»5b,

B8 TlE, HEAL-THLILLDIEF-EDELL
ingratiation FHWSHNTWIE WA, FEHOM A2 E
MU [ARSAICKICA-THHA 5 EES
EVOHNEDTIEPLE CBED A ADMEKT)TH
EMEIIEPR R T | EWVW ot NBEDEEIT L E Yy 7 —
Yo YOMFLEZDRENIHT 2EHMBRLE SN LD T,
#43 ingratiation OIRMBEK L 5 b, T LT, BAE
E-oTbIDOFLEYyTF—¥ a3 vTIlE self-promotion



ML EE > TV B, FEYHD microbots B L
T, HEEREE{T>-TVWE2DbITH S, TITRLMIC
A Z S B TiA %2 microbots 2EN TV 2 0
AT 52 &, TNERPLICHSORENDE S %
RLTW5S, WESPEMOERTABTICOVWTIERZ
FoNBOVDT, 13-&0 & L7 exemplification (3
WHENTWRWLES A, BEHO (0T Tns &
B boiclivflAaTEi] LLHISHNEDOSEN S, W
TANDHESIEZDEL 5115, Supplication & LT
B, H2RED [—HALALBDICRAALBVL] 09
o M7 RO KRB 50 TH %, Intimidation
DHEIZDVTH, BLTHmEHELEL LV IHIDIT
BEVOT, AENTVEL, RO, B THEE &-
¥ 5 self-promotion HLCMTHEEETIH CERBiTb e
lcd s,

My name is Hiro Hamada, and I've been working
on something that I think is pretty cool. I hope
you like it. This is a microbot.

It doesn’t look like much, but when it links up
with the rest of its pals, things get a little more
interesting.

The microbots are controlled with this neural
transmitter. 1 think what I want them to do...
They do it.

The applications for this tech is are limitless.
Construction. What used to take teams of people
working by hand for months or years can now be
accomplished by one person.

And that’s just the beginning. How about trans-
portation? Microbots can move anything anywhere
with ease.

If you can think 1t, the microbots can do it.
The only limit is your imagination.

Microbots! ({7 8)

B 7 [EkE. B 8 & SEMN BRI T, “neural transmit-
ter” & W o 7oA FHHIY L EE £ “construction,” “trans-
portation” & W\ 5 fc BRI 2R 9558 E b, BIK
Tomrh g {HHsN TV S,

RBIT, B9 3217 ¢ 7OLTRFEAED R Y bOH
o7 a S icEiE L kEEOETH B, BT HAEE
HMATHES%Z7RBTE, MK TLEYF—¥a VTH
I ZmE L CHSA5E5 & WS Ao TE
ICHOELZENENTWADIZH L, #l9 BREEOEX T
HEOHkFEO—FZIH e b - THE L. 72ZHSD
EZEBRBETOEDTH S, ENTHL VD SHEE%E
HuTbowikunehr, HRORBWERICES I L TR
bz licuwEr0s HNTEM NI bDTH 5,
Zotcd, P19 ES BT 813 EFRIITEL Shis

B
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WS, T NT SIIERANICHES ) A AERA S 1, FIREY
WXEEL>TWVWD, GhEN 6, THEE (T2A)HTIE
HAOH 1 2FEICHYT %) oL LTw
femss Lk, KRFPC@BH BfEE THuEICE > T
KANEOHEZIZE SN, B LR E T oI H
DO L B OB BRI IcE LN, FiREN TV 5,

1 9 Tl ingratiation BHWL SN TW S DL, I
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An Awkward Moment

I used to have a best friend in grade 6 and 7 (I'm
in university now if you remember). Note the ‘used
to’. Tt's kind of sad when I think about it, because

we shared so many jokes, wrote so many letters,
had so many phone chats, etc. But I guess she was
always the kind of girl to get ticked off easily, and
eventually near the end of grade 7 she sort of
ditched me.
hung out with other friends, and passed letters to

I could tell because she avoided me,
other girls, and I barely knew why. I guess she
didn’t really ditch me like, right out front (face-to-
face or anything), probably because we were about
to leave elementary school anyways, but I could tell
our friendship had ended. Yeah, elementary school
drama was messed up; people were getting ditched
all the time.

Anyways, today [ saw her at my bus stop. After
elementary school, we never talked (different high
schools), so when I noticed her from her back (for
some reason [ still recognized her posture/hair
style) from like 15 meters away, I slowed down and
stopped like 3 meters from her at the bus stop. It
was very awkward, because I knew that she knew
who I was and I'm pretty sure I saw her peeking
But she also looked
like she didn’t want to talk to me and kept looking

(I was peeking too I guess).

the other way, so I decided to not talk to her.
Instead I pulled out my mp3 player because she had
her iPod out and was also texting on her phone.
Maybe I should have approached her, maybe I
should have said hi, but I couldn’t bring myself to
do it.
were so different now?

I really wonder why? Maybe because we
And the way it ended in
But the sad

thing 1s we did say hi on facebook a few years back

grade 7, 1t was just too awkward.

lol, it’s stupid how reality is so different from
soclal networking.

Anyways, the wait for the bus was weird and
awkward. And now I kind of wish I said hi, to see
her response and to end the awkward moment. I
hate thinking about what could have been, and how
friends come and go. Sighh. (#19)
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