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The Effect of Sacral Moxibustion Stimulation for Bladder Function
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Abstract

This study investigated the effect of sacral moxibustion stimulation on overactivity induced by acetic acid in
conscious rats. A total of 22 female Sprague-Dawley rats weighing 257.7+t24.5 g were used in the present study.
Animals were divided into 2 groups such as the control group and the moxibustion stimulation group. After induced
bladder overactivity, animals in the moxibustion stimulation group were received total ten direct moxibustions on
sacral region (S3) bilaterally. Cystometry was performed at 2.4ml/h without anesthesia 4 days after surgery.
After obtaining base line cystometry values with saline infusion, 0.25% acetic acid was infused constantly at the
same infusion rate for 60min. The following variables such as the intercontraction interval (ICI), basal pressure
(BP), threshold pressure (TP), and micturition pressure (MP) were measured. All data are presented as the mean
+ standard error. Statistical analyses were performed with t-test, one-way factorial ANOVA, and Tukey HSD
test for multiple comparisons. P<.05 was defined as statistically significant. ICI decreased significantly after ace-
tic acid infusion for both groups. Moxibustion stimulation did not make any statistically difference. There were
not significant differences in TP and MP. BP, however, was increased after acetic acid infusion. It is said that
moxibustion stimulates tissues such as skin, subcutaneous, and muscles around the stimulated points. It is differ-
ent from acupuncture stimulates area, namely, skin, fascia, muscles, and periosteum. This difference of stimu-
lated area might be induced the result of this study.
Keywords: moxibustion, overactive bladder, frequent urination
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