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Abstract

Helen Mears (1898-1989) was born in the United States. She was a journalist as well as an essayist. She went
to Japan twice, once before Pacific War and again after the war at the request of GHQ.

Mears published Year of the Wild Boar in 1942. It was of her memoirs during her stay in Japan in 1935.
This book became popular among the Westerners who didn't know much about Japan and its people. In this book
Mears tried to discuss the “real Japan” which was misled by Westerners under the name of Modern Japan.
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. There had seemed to be no reason for us to
interest ourselves in Japanese. We assumed that their
ancient civilization was being rapidly replaced by a
civilization similar to our own. ...

.. My intention was to set down as accurately as
possible what I saw and heard while living in Japan,
hoping to have a record of how the Japanese actually
live their day-by-day round; since, however, there is
almost nothing that the Japanese do today that
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does not have some political implication, a setting-
down of their daily activities inevitably leads to
politics and international relations. ...

. The possibility of World War II was clearly
foreseen in Japan in 1935. Innumerable small events
— both inside Japan, and in Europe and Asia —
suggested the pressure of forces in motion more
powerful than the leaders who must control or
gulde them. Such straws in wind were visible in
japan, for throughout her modern period Japan has
been in the center of the strains and stresses of
power politics. ...

. In such a world it is not enough to hate
aggressors; it is necessary also to understand them.
The peace that must follow this war will have to
take into account the forces behind Japan's aggressive
drives, or it will only lead to new and more frightful

Pear]l Harbors. ...°
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. I saw no sign of life — nothing except a few
motionless small vessels riding at anchor to suggest
that we had reached land at last; nothing at all to
remind me that this was port-of-entry to a great
commercial city and capital of a Great Power. Instead,
what came insistently to my mind was the description,
from Japanese mythology, of the creation of Japan. ...

.. The port of New York gives entry into a man-
made world, with the promise of freedom for the
individual as its greatest value. ... It seems to tell
the visitor that America is a nation created by men
for the use of man. And what did this port of
Yokohama tell the visitor?
the gods.”

“Japan is the land of
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. I had visited Japan briefly ten years earlier
and had made this same trip from Yokohama to
Tokyo. I had remembered the scene as predominantly
rural. Now, however, there was a solid huddle of
minute ramshackle one- and two-story frame buildings
with roofs of corrugated iron or tin, and in the
background as occasional factory chimney belching
smoke. ...

. The Japanese and Western rooms seemed to
thumb noses at each other, each making the other
look ridiculous. ... What I felt here was the meeting
of two civilizations that seemed mutually antagonistic.
... 1 should have to forget their Western clothes and
English sentences and look for the answers in terms of
the Japanese facts that motivated their behavior. ...

... Shukan means “custom” “the customary thing.”
It lies at the bottom of everything that goes on in
Japan. No matter what else a Japanese appears to
be doing, he is first of all obeying the rules, follow-

ing the accustomed pattern of behavior. ...

INEFEE B

24

First Days

Introduction to Tokyo Dft=x T, I 7 — AWML
TOEERBRICHEBEEZEARA LI ENBNENT
Wh,

9. HAADOHIGIZ simple TH B EWVWH T ETH
b0 A\DPEST LTHER/NEOSDEFEZTHILET
WiE Ly 7 & AR ERETH - THIR L TR
ROEDITETOO R EEFEREFEEHAAN LTV S
DI TEBV, Ty ROERITEZSDOADBO LD EE
W, TIANY =BV IIRETHES LTV A DI,
BIRELTOVT, BHWIERELT LWL S, TS
WHENRLEETWAI EICEEETATVWS, 37X
E. TA U A ARREE LT, BlRicilidd s 2 &<
‘H 1221l change 23 & L C better 23R, HC DR
ST AEAIDS RO, HARANGIIKREZZ T A,
BOREEBH LN OEFEEE>TVEESF LT
b5 THLIEHARANDEZHIF I 7 — X OLCHENI
ZRBHEEG A EBbNn b,

... Our neighbors, it seemed, had no use for such
foreign luxuries and were content with the national
staple diet — bean soup, cereal, fish and pickle, with
soybean sauce of seasoning, and bean jelly candy
for a treat. ...

. Of privacy, there was obviously none at all.
Never, I thought, had humanity lived and worked
together so many in such little space. Was this, I
Would Nobu accept
And if so, just what
did it add up to, just what did this swarming

wondered, the “real Japan”?
this as the “Japanese Way”?

community mean in terms of human beings living
together? There was primitivism, there was the
mud that had ruined my white canvas shoes, and
there was the fetid stream that coiled about among
the little houses and that I saw used as a toilet.
This was squalor. And yet, curiously enough, the
houses themselves did not seem squalid. Because of
their emptiness, and because of the clean-looking
straw mats, they had an air of order, and even
spaciousness. There was about the place, too, a
sense of communal sharing of occupations, and, of
That

matron, standing in the alley, washing her kimono,

course, a complete lack of physical solitude.

with her children in bright red and pink kimonos
rolling on a scrap of matting at her feet, was in
the center of the life of her neighborhood. And if
the matron next door, kneeling at the edge of her
living room, sewing, seemed to me a character on a
stage, from her own point of view her position was

reversed, and she held a free seat in a box from
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which to keep an eye on the show. ...

., however, one great difference — there was
here no boisterousness, no noise, no sense of lusty
interplay between individuals, no quarreling. These
people were, on the whole, as silent as ants, moving
about their affairs with no appearance of either
pleasure or distaste. So many people so close
together, and so little evidence of friction! Was this
really true, I wondered. And, if so, how was it

possible? ... *

Modan Japan
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... Choosing at random, we dropped into a small
café with a sign at the door reading “Modan Bar —
Café Cherrio.” It was a small room with a bar at
one end, a few large leather armchairs grouped
around minute tables, and a number of booths
along one wall. We were the only guests, and were
welcomed as we entered by a group of five or six
little Japanese maids, some in Western evening
dress — slinky stain or crisp taffeta — and some in
kimono. Those in kimono bowed low, and those in
evening dress said, “Hello.” ...

... The coming of Perry resulted in the “Opening
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of the Door” of Japan; Western science, machines,
ideas, institutions and customs came pouring in,
with the result that there developed in Japan a new
civilization entirely different from the one that had
existed Before Perry. I had known this, of course.
What bothered me was that, actually, there seemed
I had

supposed, from the numerous accounts I had read

to be very little genuine Westernization.

of modern life in Tokyo, that it was a city very
much like any other capital. Now I was here,
however, it seemed to me that most of life was
quite removed from Westernization, and that the
Westernized things were not genuinely assimilated,
but stuck up like a sore thumb, to announce that
they were foreign. ...

... I said this aloud, commenting that Tokyo was
much less modernized than I had expected, and
adding that even in the heart of the city, I had
seen little that suggested the Great-Power Japan
that I had heard so much about. ...°

Japan - Modan and Immemorial
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. “No foreigner can understand Japanese culture,”
he said, more bored apparently than arrogant. “The
foreigner,”he went on, “is interested in facts, whereas
we know that facts are of no importance. What is
important, is intuition.” ...

. Mr. Nikko made it clear that no Japanese
would find anything odd in the idea of spending
four hours viewing invisible fireworks. ...

... This Kamatari Fujiwara, Mr. Muro went on,

was the connecting link between the Age of Gods



and modern Japan. ... He was also an ancestor of
the illustrious Mitsui family who were so prominent
today in financial and industrial and government
circle of modern Japan. ...

... Mrs. Minamoto's, for instance, contained great
leather chairs, their backs covered with antimacassars
of Irish crochet, mission chairs, wicker tables and
an enormous Chinese inlaid with mother-of-pearl. ...
Such incongruities, however, are more obvious In
Japan because of the perfect sheen and order of the

purely Japanese room. ..."

Hokkaido Holiday
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. in England, she was a Japanese, a member of
a “colored race,” who was tolerated up to a certain
point, but who was never granted full equality. It was
the constant prick of this basic humiliation of race
that had turned Chiyo into an embittered, frustrated
woman, whose warped personality made it impossible
for her ever to work out a satisfactory life in either
country. ... She might, too, have made a better
adjustment in Japan had she not constantly seen

everything Japanese through the distorted point of
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view of English people who felt superior to Japan. ..."

Land of the Gods
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. Of all the great nations, America alone had
never had a mythological beginning. We were children
of the industrial revolution — we had conquered a
vast continent swiftly with the help of machines.
We had never worshiped nature, we had conquered
her. Our notions about life were practical. ... There
was not time or place for the nonsense of mythology.
... How then could an American understand Japan
— a Great Power with aggressive mechanized armies
overrunning a neighboring country, competing in
the markets of the world with the industrialized
Western nations, but also a nation still living in
the age of nature gods, with a nature god for its
Head of State; a nation that taught this mythology
in school and called it history. ...

... America was wholly the product of the machine
-age. dJapan, however, was like a shaft thrust back
through the ages to the beginning by some cosmic
archeologist, in which each succeeding period was
clearly exposed, with the different strata dovetailed
and interlapping, and colored everywhere by the
mythological past that veined the whole like the
Mythological
Japan was sensible as a civilization that had persisted,

flowing streams in a slab of marble.

as though preserved under glass, from the earliest
stage of human society, when man - not having
science to help him — relied on the gods. ...

. In Before-Perry Japan much of the formal
ritualistic culture was the special province of privileged
classes, and in modern Japan it is neglected as the
ancient classes disappear and the wealthy turn toward
Westernization. The government was attempting to
preserve this culture by putting it into the universities
and school. ...

. Agricultural Japan did not suggest a Great
Power. Nor, when I came to examine it, did industrial
Japan. ...

... Industrial Japan seemed almost as primitive as
agriculture. Only in the heavy industries and textiles
were there any plants that could compare at all
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with those in the Western nations. And such large,
rationalized factories represented a small part of in-
When I began deliberately to look
for Japanese industry, I thought I had not yet seen

dustrial Japan.

any of it; actually it had been all around me, for
more than sixty percent of the export products
were made in the small home workshops like those
in our neighborhood, where husband, wife, children,
and perhaps an apprentice or two, worked incessantly
turning out some small gadget. Their material was
supplied by a middle-man working for some one of
the great corporations; and their products were
turned over to the same sources. Their earnings barely
covered their rent and taxes and their minimum in
food and clothes. ...

Industrial Japan was wholly dependent for
markets and materials on foreign nations. The
Japanese people did not use the things their simple
machines produced. Nor did Japan produce the raw
materials with which they were made. Raw silk was
the only important raw material, and to this fact
was due Japan's extraordinary rise in her export of
textiles. ...

... Yet even the textile industry was vulnerable,
for raw cotton must be imported, and the woven
silk sold outside Japan. ...

... The national income of America was over twelve
times the national income of Japan. And whereas
American's income was capable of enormous expansion,
Japan's was strictly limited by the facts of little
space, few natural resources, and her dependence on
foreign markets. Japan was engaged in an aggressive
move against a neighbor; her military expenditures
were taking almost half the national budget; yet in
terms of U.S. dollars, Japan's military expenditures of
America, — expenditures, moreover, that represented
only fifteen percent of the U.S. budget. ...

... The primitive mythological Japan had seemed
startling, because 1t was apparently an integrated
part of a modern Great Power. On closer inspection,
however, the Great Power Japan seemed almost as
much of a myth as the Sun Goddess. Inside Japan,
studying the statistics, reading history, viewing the
country, it was impossible not to come to the
conclusion that, when the Western powers admitted
Japan as a presumed equal into their counsels after
the World War, they did so because of certain balance-
of-power needs of their own, rather than because of
the claims of Japan as a modern nation. ...

... Japan had no army in the Western sense; no
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navy at all: no commercial ships. The people were
ignorant of science; had no machines; and hardly
more than a handful of guns, which the Dutch traders
had provided for them. This Japan was overrun by
who took

customs; secured long-term leases; their activities

foreigners control of commerce and
protected by extraterritoriality, and backed by their
gun-boats. Just sixty-six years later, this nation,
in the person of Marquis Saionji, took its place as
one of the “Big Five” at the Paris Conference, to
settle the terms of the World War. ... In 1853, when
Japan's door was opened, the island kingdom seemed
well on the way toward a similar colonial status.
What prevented this happening? How did Japan
manage to free herself to become an aggressive

Great Power? .."”

The Way of the Gods
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... I had already learned, wandering through the
fishing and farming villages and the small home
workshops pf Tokyo, that the terms “individual
initiative” and “profit motive” were unknown in
such places. ... For it was easily verifiable that the
general standard of living was, from an American
point of view, mere subsistence — and this was true,
not only of the farmer and industrial workers,
but also for the professional classes. ... The values
and satisfactions of these people could not be
expressed in terms of money — what then were their
satisfactions? ...

... When I inquired how 1t was that the people
were content to work so long for so little, the
answer varied depending on whether my informant
was a Japanese-Japanese who had never been outside
his country, or a “foreignized” Japanese who had
lived or traveled abroad. The former inevitably
mentioned the “Sun Goddess,” the Tenno System,
the “Nippon Spirit”; the latter spoke of the “Family
the “Theory of the State,” and the

fact that the Japanese is “not a materialist or an

4

System,

individualist.” ...
. “Japan's progress,” said a Westernized official



in the Home Office, to whom I had a letter of
introduction, “is due to our homogeneity. We are
united by our Family System and by our Emperor.
We Japanese are not materialistic and individualists
as you American are. We are all members of a
national family. We work together for the national
good.” ...

... The civilization that developed in Before-Perry
Japan was a brilliant solution for an economy of
It was the adaptation of an unenergetic
It

was based on a subsistence standard of living; and

scarcity.
people to a Spartan, melodramatic environment.
it was a controlled society. Because of the special
conditions under which it developed — among which
the most striking is the recurrent withdrawal into
isolation — the Japanese “Way” represents a controlled
laboratory experiment in human relations and social
problems. ...

... Itslife falls into three definite periods: a period
of avid abortion of food; a period in which it wraps
itself in a cocoon of isolation while the food is
assimilated; and a period during which it bursts
forth in a brilliant new form. Japanese civilization
developed 1n the same way, by periods of borrowing
from foreign cultures, followed by periods of retreat
into isolation while the new ideas, institutions and
things were digested by the gentry of the Court
and the Town, and in this predigested state were
allowed to trickle down to the people. ...
isolation and

These people, who preferred

frugality to the effort of conquering and colonizing,

adapted themselves to their environment. ..."

Sword of the Goddess
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... From the point of view of Japan's prosperity it
was much better if Japan could compromise with
Chiang Kai-shek and Britain,
completely dependent for raw materials and markets
on the good-will of Britain and the United States.
The military, however, did not understand this, and

for Japan was

INEFEE B
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They believed
that force was all the Western Powers respected.

they did not understand diplomacy.

They insisted therefore on a constant show of force
and boasting of power. ...

... Modern Japan has been based on a paradox.
When we brought in Western machines, industrial
and financial techniques, and Western institutions,
we set up within our country an alien civilization.
That civilization helped us to develop from a little
group of islands into a Great Power in fifty years;
simultaneously, it threatens to destroy our ancient
civilization on the survival of which the modern
nation depends. Our imported Western civilization
helped us become a Great Power; it also destroyed
our national security.

... If we surrender our military machine, we cease
to be a Great Power. And if we cease to be a Great
Power, 1t 1s not at all improbable that we would
shortly cease to be an independent sovereign nation.
We have survived and grown because our military
exploits have fitted in with the balance-of-power

requirements of the Western nations. ..."

Good bye, Akiko
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There was always the danger of judging
Japanese reactions form an American point of view,
of assuming that because an American found
certain habits of living uncomfortable, the Japanese
must also find them uncomfortable; of assuming
that because an American found certain customs
and restrictions intolerable, they were intolerable

also to the Japanese. I had by now learned this

lesson that the Japanese civilization was as

satisfactory to the average Japanese as the American

was satisfactory to the average American. ... "
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. A view of the world from this newest of the
Great Powers dramatized the fact that Japan's
crisis was part of a world crisis that was part of a
revolution in time and space caused by the machine

age. .."°
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