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Regional Planning by Arts and Culture

—Aiming for Development of Creative City in Japanese Way—
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ABSTRACT

This article intends to claim for necessity of the local sovereignty like Doshu-sei (Wider-Area Local Government
System) as well as “the Regional Planning by Arts and Culture” in the cause of true resuscitation of Japan. In the
1970s and 1980s, the European countries, like today’s Japan, confronted national crisis due to the chronic break
down of the economy and the fear of financial crisis. Since then, they have been aiming for political hegemony by
means of the European Union, and at the same time, the local governments have been establishing the local
sovereignty, and successfully achieved regional resuscitation by promoting “the Development of Creative City by
Arts and Culture.” This paper straightens up its mechanism. First, the rapid increase on new industry such as the
media, music, game, animation, contents and software is connected to the activation of stagnant economy.
Moreover, those who are engaged in the creative industry lead to reform the existent system, and make the
regional society richer and more comfortable. Thinking about the position in Arts and Culture, there is a difference
between Europe and Japan in their history. Japan cannot help but feel inferior to Europe on adapting their ways.
However, Japan has no time to wait for the large-scale reformation after experiencing so-called “the lost quarter of
a century.” Now it’s time for Japan to develop regional planning nationally to achieve “Creative City in Japanese

Way~ in accordance with Europe.
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