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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to compare learning conditions between a hospital using electronic
records and the other using paper medical records. The study focuses on the learning process of team
activities rather than the individual learning process with attention to artifacts intermediating the
activities of the community. Participant observation and focus interviews were used as the methods of
the study for four students graduated from the same nursing school and worked three months after
graduation. First, applying Yrj6 Engestrom’s activity theory, the data collected was sorted out into
three categories - artifacts/tools, rules and division of labor; which intermediate the activities of the
nurses. Secondly, each category was analyzed to clarify the effects and changes in mechanism of work

and quality of medical and nursing activities by applying Etienne Wenger’s theory of situated learning.

key words : tools, communities of practice, legitimate peripheral participation, cultural transparency,
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